WOMEN IN CHANGING SOCIETY

Traditions, easterns and theories ought to undergo a change
along with passage of time. Without change the very basis ol
existence teses ground. Revolution involves fundamental changes
of great magnitude. Philosophical revolution has to precede social
revolution. Literature is the reflection of human life. To exhibit the
suppressed woman's life through literature so that right-minded
persons may -strive to better it and to kindl,e rays of light in her life
is my ambition. The vicious serpent of man-ordained culture has
struck the woman with its fangs. The poisonous serpents of tradition,
custom, pseudo-holiness have been hissing at her all through her
life. The system of marriage and marital life are restricting and
hindering her freedom and happiness. The woman has become a
prisoner of the very society intended and evolved for the welfar of
humankind. She is bound hand and foot by prescriptions and
prohibitions. She is reduced to a state of confusion; she has become
unware of her duty to herself. It is my earnest aspiration to bring
to light the misdeeds of the men, the degeneration of the society,
economic inequality and political disregard in respect of women.
Hence, I have chosen novels, stories, articles and speeches as
vehicles of my expression.

Some misguided men heckle me and present me with titles
such as fhater of men', 'female chauvinist', 'destroyer of family peace1.
I do not feel perturbed, nor am I annoyed with them. But when
pity is showered upon women, when a woman is talked of in low
terms, when it is pointed out that 'only a woman is capable of such
misdeed', when in each committee one place is set apart for women
out of so-called sympathy, or one office is given to her as a matter
of grace, my blood boils at such a social system. When tedious
and routine jobs like those of a primary school teacher, nurse and
typist are set apart for women on the ground that only women are
fit for them, I am pained. Is it the blindness of men or their defect
in hearing? They do not see the writing on the wall. They do not
hear the death knell. But so long as women do not raise their voice
in protest and revolt, this state of affairs cannot be altered for the
better.

The slogan for equality has become a fashion nowadays,
fc those men who dare proclaim that women cannot claim
equality, deny the principl^ of representation to womenv justify the
present inferior status of women and canvass for lower wages for
female labour are scarce in number. Many men who cherish male
domination lie tew; but they stoop to conquer. They make flamboyant